All relevant data are within the paper and its Supporting Information files.

Introduction {#sec001}
============

Exposure-based treatment for the anxiety-related disorders offers some of the strongest treatment outcomes in the literature \[[@pone.0223729.ref001],[@pone.0223729.ref002]\]. Nonetheless, a proportion of patients fail to respond adequately to these treatments and others face relapse after treatment \[[@pone.0223729.ref003],[@pone.0223729.ref004]\]. Accordingly, a number of efforts are underway to strengthen the efficacy and durability of extinction learning from exposure therapy \[[@pone.0223729.ref005]\].

One of these strategies is to use D-cycloserine (DCS)---a partial agonist at the N-methyl-d-aspartate receptor---as a way to augment the retention of therapeutic learning from exposure \[[@pone.0223729.ref006]\]. Although results across individual clinical trials have been variable (e.g., \[[@pone.0223729.ref007],[@pone.0223729.ref008]\]), a recent meta-analysis indicates that across disparate clinical trials of anxiety disorders, DCS augmentation of exposure therapy offers advantages on the order of a small effect size (*d* = 0.25) for enhancing early response to treatment relative to placebo \[[@pone.0223729.ref009]\]. Nonetheless, there is evidence of significant moderation of these studies by the diagnostic target of interventions, with evidence of larger augmentation effects in social anxiety compared to other anxiety disorders \[[@pone.0223729.ref009]\]. In addition to diagnostic variability, DCS augmentation studies differ in the amount of exposure therapy offered, the elements of treatment in addition to exposure, and the amount and timing of DCS administrations relative to the start of exposure treatment \[[@pone.0223729.ref006]\]. Any of these factors could introduce variability into estimates of the efficacy of DCS augmentation.

In order to understand the reasons for this variability, DCS augmentation of fear extinction has been studied in human de novo fear conditioning paradigms. Potential advantages of this approach are that it offers: (1) a close analogue to the animal conditioning studies that have shown DCS efficacy \[[@pone.0223729.ref010]--[@pone.0223729.ref015]\] and which served as the basis of the trials that tested this clinical strategy, (2) experimental control of the degree of acquisition and extinction training provided, (3) lower study costs, and (4) consistency with a Research Domain Criteria (RDoC) research framework for encouraging precise and replicable measurement of basic processes as a strategy for advancing mechanistic understanding of interventions \[[@pone.0223729.ref016]\], in this case fear extinction as it relates to exposure therapy efficacy. Despite this hope, and despite evidence of successful DCS augmentation in clinical trials, initial human studies using de novo fear conditioning paradigms have shown minimal to no effect of DCS on the retention of extinction learning. Specifically, studies examining the effects of DCS augmentation on extinction recall and fear renewal have consistently had null findings \[[@pone.0223729.ref017]--[@pone.0223729.ref020]\], though some evidence of reduced reinstatement has been found \[[@pone.0223729.ref019],[@pone.0223729.ref020]\].

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the efficacy of DCS for enhancing the effects of extinction training on extinction retention as evaluated in a human de novo fear conditioning paradigm \[[@pone.0223729.ref021]--[@pone.0223729.ref022]\]. This study incorporated a number of innovations to address limitations in the DCS literature to date. First, rather than studying healthy control participants, we employed a population for whom DCS clinical effects have been particularly strong \[[@pone.0223729.ref007]\]: outpatients with social anxiety disorder. Second, we reduced cues for higher-order processing (i.e. shock expectancy ratings administered during CS presentations), while retaining some assessment of explicit knowledge of the fear contingency in the form of retrospective expectancy ratings administered at the end of each experimental phase. This enabled us to evaluate post-hoc whether DCS effects on skin conductance response (SCR) were mirrored by expectancy ratings. Third, to provide a direct test of extinction effects that have an analogue to clinical fears, we assessed DCS vs. placebo augmentation effects only in individuals who demonstrated adequate acquisition of de novo fears (indeed, among both anxious and healthy samples a substantial proportion of participants may fail to show fear acquisition on skin conductance measures \[[@pone.0223729.ref018],[@pone.0223729.ref023],[@pone.0223729.ref024]\], and there is evidence that poor skin conductance conditioning reflects hypoactivation of brain regions involved in fear learning and expression \[[@pone.0223729.ref025]\]). Our primary hypothesis was that DCS would augment de novo fear extinction learning of SCR through increased retention of extinction during a recall and renewal phase occurring 24 hours later. Prior to study initiation, hypotheses (i.e., DCS enhancement of extinction recall and reduction of fear renewal) were published in Hofmann et al. \[[@pone.0223729.ref026]\]. Prior to data analysis we made several modifications to the analytic approach described in Hofmann et al. (2015) \[[@pone.0223729.ref023]\] to be consistent with the latest methodological advancements and recommendations. Specifically, we used continuous decomposition analysis to extract skin conductance responses and we tested the pre-specified hypotheses in ANOVA that included a term for contrasts between stimuli, as opposed to subtracting CS- SCRs from CS+ SCRs prior to analyses \[[@pone.0223729.ref027]\]. Another modification was to omit the prespecified "Extinction Retention Index" (ERI) analysis in light of a recent publication \[[@pone.0223729.ref028]\] which outlined theoretical and procedural problems with its operationalization, including the existence of 16 different calculations of the ERI in the literature.

Methods {#sec002}
=======

The study was approved as Human Subject Research by the respective Institutional Review Boards of Boston University, Rush University Medical Center, Southern Methodist University, and University of Texas at Austin. All participants provided written informed consent to participate.

Participants {#sec003}
------------

Participants (*N* = 81) consisted of a subset of patients enrolled in a multisite clinical trial for social anxiety disorder (SAD) \[[@pone.0223729.ref026]\] taking place at Boston University, University of Texas at Austin, and Rush University Medical Center. Prior to beginning the clinical trial, participants elected to undergo the present laboratory extinction study, and were compensated \$120 for their time. Inclusion criteria consisted of (1) a primary diagnosis of SAD as defined by DSM-5 criteria, (2) a total score ≥ 60 on the clinician-administered Liebowitz Social Anxiety Scale (LSAS) \[[@pone.0223729.ref029]\], (3) passing of a medical examination without any detection of conditions that would contraindicate the administration of DCS, including pregnancy, lactation or a history of seizures; (4) at least 18 years of age. Exclusion criteria included (1) a lifetime history of bipolar, a psychotic disorder, organic brain syndrome, mental retardation, or other potentially interfering cognitive dysfunction; (2) eating disorder, posttraumatic stress disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, substance abuse or dependence (other than nicotine), or significant suicidal ideation or behaviors in the past 6 months; (3) concurrent psychotropic medication within the past 2 weeks; (4) current psychotherapy initiated in the prior three months, or ongoing psychotherapy directed toward treatment of SAD; (5) prior non-response to exposure therapy; and (6) a history of head trauma causing loss of consciousness, seizure or ongoing cognitive impairment.

Procedure {#sec004}
---------

Participants underwent a diagnostic clinical interview, administration of the LSAS, and a medical examination to determine eligibility for the clinical trial portion of the study. A semi-structured assessment of depression, the Montgomery Asberg Depression Rating Scale (MADRS) \[[@pone.0223729.ref030]\], was also administered at this time. If eligible, participants were invited to complete the laboratory portion of the study, which took place over three consecutive days. Eighty-one of 172 patients in the clinical trial elected to participate in the laboratory experiment. Experimental procedures were based on a previously validated and widely used fear conditioning and extinction paradigm \[[@pone.0223729.ref021]\]. On Day 1, participants went through habituation and conditioning procedures. On Day 2, participants were randomly assigned to receive either 50 mg DCS or placebo (PBO), which was administered in a double-blind manner 1 hour prior to extinction training. Day 3 consisted of a test of extinction recall and renewal.

Stimuli and experimental protocol {#sec005}
---------------------------------

Participants viewed images on a computer monitor while two 9-mm (sensor diameter) Sensor Medics Ag/AgCl recording electrodes were attached to their left hand to measure skin conductance response (SCR) as the primary dependent variable. Two stimulating electrodes were also attached to the second and third fingers on the right hand to deliver a 500-millisecond electric shock, which served as the unconditioned stimulus (US). Shock was generated by a Coulbourn Transcutaneous Aversive Finger Stimulator, and mean shock intensity was 1.86 Milliamperes (SD = 1.56). At the University of Texas-Austin site, a BIOPAC MP150 Psychophysiological Recording Apparatus (BIOPAC Systems, Inc., USA), was used, and data were acquired using AcqKnowledge 4.0 software. At Boston University and Rush University, psychophysiological data were recorded with custom equipment made by James Long Company, Caroga Lake, NY, and the data-acquisition program Snap-Master for Windows. Across sites, the sampling rate was 1000 Hz. Prior to the presentation of any images, participants were exposed to increasing intensities of shock until they judged it to be "highly annoying but not painful," and this intensity was used for conditioning. The electrodes were attached to the fingers on all three days, even though the US was only delivered on Day 1. Images consisted of photographs of two distinct rooms, one with a desk and computer ("threat context" used in the conditioning phase where shock was delivered) and the other with a bookshelf ("safe context" used in extinction and recall phases where no shocks were delivered), both of which contained the same unlit lamp ([Fig 1](#pone.0223729.g001){ref-type="fig"}). During each trial, the context was presented for 3 seconds, and then the lamp "switched on" and became either a blue, red or yellow light for 6 seconds. These colored lamps formed the conditional stimuli (CSs), with two of the colors being followed immediately by shock (CS+) during Conditioning on Day 1, while the third was not (CS-). One CS+ was randomly assigned to be the CS+E (extinguished CS+) and was used for Extinction on Day 2, while the other (unextinguished CS+, or CS+U) was not seen again until the Recall and Renewal phases on Day 3. Thus, on Day 3, responding was evaluated both to the extinction stimulus (CS+E) as well as a perceptually similar but unextinguished CS+ (CS+U) that served as a test of extinction generalization. The inter-trial interval consisted of a black screen that lasted between 12 and 18 seconds. Throughout all three days, stimulus order within each block was pseudo-randomized such that the same stimulus never appeared more than three times in a row, and each block always began with a CS+ (reinforced during conditioning). Stimulus order and the color of the CS+ and the CS- were counterbalanced across participants.

![Schematic of experimental paradigm.\
In the habituation phase on Day 1, stimuli (i.e., lamp "turning on" to show one of three colors) were presented across the two contexts (A). In the conditioning phase on Day 1 (B), the color of the lamp light served as a conditioned Stimulus. Three lights were presented randomized and counterbalanced across participants. Two lights were paired with shock at a 62.5% reinforcement rate and served as the conditioned stimuli that either underwent extinction on Day 2 (CS+E) or remained unextinguished until Day 3 (CS+U). A third color, never paired with shock, provided a reference for differential conditioning (CS-). In the extinction phase on Day 2 (C), the CS+E and CS- were presented without shock in a different (safe) context. One hour prior to extinction, participants took either DCS or PBO. In the recall (D) and renewal (E) phases on Day 3, all three stimuli were presented without shock to test between-session extinction retention and generalization of extinction to the threat context, respectively.](pone.0223729.g001){#pone.0223729.g001}

A schematic of the experimental paradigm can be seen in [Fig 1](#pone.0223729.g001){ref-type="fig"}. During Habituation on Day 1, the three CSs were presented in each of the two contexts (six trials total) to familiarize participants with the stimuli. Participants then immediately went through Conditioning, which consisted of two blocks of 16 trials, each with eight presentations of the CS- interspersed with eight presentations of either the CS+E or the CS+U. Five of the eight CS+ presentations were followed immediately by the US (62.5% reinforcement). This reinforcement rate was used to replicate procedures from the previously validated paradigm used for this study \[[@pone.0223729.ref021],[@pone.0223729.ref022]\], and to prevent the rapid extinction seen in protocols with 100% reinforcement \[[@pone.0223729.ref027],[@pone.0223729.ref031]\]. All stimuli presented during Conditioning were presented in the threat context (e.g., desk and computer).

During Extinction on Day 2, all stimuli were presented in the safe context. The CS- and CS+E were each presented 16 times, but in contrast to Day 1 the CS+E was never followed by shock (US). The first stimulus presented during Extinction was always the CS+.

On Day 3, the CS-, CS+E and CS+U were each presented first in the safe context as a test of extinction recall. Similar to conditioning on Day 1, this involved two blocks of 16 trials, each with 8 presentations of the CS- and 8 presentations of either the CS+E or CS+U. Immediately following, participants underwent a test of renewal, which involved the same procedures as recall except that CS's were presented within threat context. For both recall and renewal, the order of CS+E and CS+U blocks were counterbalanced across participants.

At the end of each phase, participants completed questions about which colored lamps they saw and which colors were followed by a shock in order to assess contingency awareness. They also answered questions regarding US expectancy, specifically: "on a scale from 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much), how much were you expecting to be shocked for the \[first or last\] presentation of the \[red, blue or yellow\] lamp?", with separate questions for the first and last presentation of each color of lamp seen during the phase. Retrospective US expectancy was investigated as a secondary outcome.

SCR preprocessing {#sec006}
-----------------

Skin conductance response (SCR) data were preprocessed and extracted in Ledalab software version 3.4.9 using the following approach: (1) raw skin conductance data were inspected and (where possible) corrected for gross motion artifacts and poor signal quality; (2) SCL data were downsampled to 10 Hz and smoothed using an adaptive Gaussian approach; (3) SCRs within the 6 s stimulus window were extracted using continuous decomposition analysis \[[@pone.0223729.ref032]\]; (4) square-root transformation was applied to normalize SCRs; (5) within participants, extreme outliers, defined as individual SCRs that were 3 SDs greater than the participant's mean SCR amplitude, were removed; (6) for the conditioning phase, the last four SCRs of each stimulus were averaged to calculate late conditioning, and for the remaining phases, the first two (early) and last two (late) trials were averaged; (7) participants that did not demonstrate good differential SCR conditioning, defined as SCR to the CS+E that was greater than the CS- by at least 0.1 √*μS* in the late conditioning stage, were removed from the analysis. This approach is consistent with our previous work \[[@pone.0223729.ref023],[@pone.0223729.ref024]\], and was done to ensure that participants included in the analysis demonstrated adequate fear learning that could meaningfully be subjected to extinction and renewal procedures in the subsequent phases of the study (see also Marin et al., \[[@pone.0223729.ref025]\]). The cutoff of 0.1 √*μS* is commonly used in literature on *de novo* fear conditioning \[[@pone.0223729.ref023],[@pone.0223729.ref024],[@pone.0223729.ref033]--[@pone.0223729.ref036]\]. Since hypotheses were tested within each phase, participants were not excluded from analysis in one phase when they had incomplete data in another phase, which resulted in minor variations in sample size across phases.

Statistical analyses {#sec007}
--------------------

For the conditioning phase, mean SCRs and US expectancy ratings during the late stage were compared in a Group (DCS, PBO) × Stimulus (CS+E, CS+U, CS-) ANOVA. For the extinction phase, SCR and US expectancy ratings were compared in a Group (DCS, PBO) × Stimulus (CS+E, CS-) × Stage (early, late) ANOVA. For the recall and renewal phases, SCR and US expectancy ratings were compared in a Group (DCS, PBO) × Stimulus (CS+E, CS+U, CS-) × Stage (early, late) ANOVA. When statistical assumptions were violated, corresponding corrections were applied and reported. Test statistics, uncorrected *p*-values, and partial eta-squared (η^2^ ~p~) effect sizes are provided for all main effects and interactions. Where applicable, significant results were followed up with *post hoc* pairwise comparisons and statistics with Cohen's *d* effect sizes are provided.

Results {#sec008}
=======

Of the 81 participants who participated in the fear conditioning paradigm, 12 had unusable SCR data due to equipment malfunctioning. Of the 69 participants with usable SCR data, 43 demonstrated good differential conditioning between the CS+E and the CS- during late conditioning, a similar proportion to what has been reported previously for anxious samples \[[@pone.0223729.ref023],[@pone.0223729.ref024]\]. Total LSAS score, *t*(60.64) = 1.31, *p* = 0.198, MADRS score, *t*(58.57) = -0.13, *p* = 0.896, and US intensity (i.e. individually selected shock level), t(64) = -.35, p = .725 were not significantly different between participants that did and did not show differential SCR conditioning, nor was differential US expectancy (CS+E minus CS-), t(66) = -0.59, p = 0.559, conditioners: M = 2.33, SD = 1.34; non-conditioners: M = 2.11, SD = 1.70, or likelihood of contingency awareness, χ2 (1) = 2.42, p = 0.120, at the end of the conditioning phase. Following the recommendations of Lonsdorf et al. \[[@pone.0223729.ref027]\], we performed sensitivity analyses to determine whether exclusion of non-conditioners influenced results. No differential effects were obtained relative to those reported below, and we report these results as supplementary material (see [S2 File](#pone.0223729.s002){ref-type="supplementary-material"}).

Participants did not significantly differ across experimental groups in severity of social anxiety as based on the LSAS (DCS: *M* = 84.90, *SD* = 19.74; PBO: *M* = 80.45, *SD* = 16.42; *t*(41) = 0.81, *p* = 0.43) or depression as measured by the MADRS (DCS: *M* = 8.55, *SD* = 7.48; PBO: *M* = 14.52, *SD* = 12.23; *t*(41) = 1.95, *p* = 0.06). Participants in the DCS group (*n* = 22) had a mean age of 25.24 (*SD* = 4.82), 59.1% were female, 31.8% identified as Hispanic or Latino, and had a racial breakdown as follows: 50.00% White, 4.55% Black or African-American, 22.73% Asian, and 22.73% other. In the PBOgroup (*n* = 21), mean age was 29.71 (*SD* = 11.34), 52.4% of participants were female, 23.8% identified as Hispanic or Latino, and racial breakdown was as follows: 57.14% White, 19.05% Black or African-American, and 23.81% other. There were no significant differences across groups in demographic variables (all *p*s \> 0.10).

SCR results {#sec009}
-----------

[Fig 2](#pone.0223729.g002){ref-type="fig"} shows mean SCRs during each phase of the experiment and [Table 1](#pone.0223729.t001){ref-type="table"} shows complete statistics of the corresponding ANOVAs. Significant results are summarized below.

![Conditioned skin conductance responses (SCR) across all phases of the experiment.\
Note. DCS was administered 1 hour prior to extinction. PBO = placebo group, DCS = d-cycloserine, SCR = skin conductance response, SE = 1 standard error, CS- = stimulus that was not paired with shock, CS+E = stimulus that was paired with shock during conditioning and presented in the extinction phase, CS+U = stimulus that was paired with shock during conditioning but not presented in the extinction phase.](pone.0223729.g002){#pone.0223729.g002}

10.1371/journal.pone.0223729.t001

###### SCR results from ANOVAs across experimental phases.

![](pone.0223729.t001){#pone.0223729.t001g}

  -------------------------- --------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- ------------------ -------------------- ------------- ------------------
                             **Conditioning Phase (Day 1)**\   **Extinction Phase (Day 2)**\                                                                      
                             **DCS *n* = 22, PBO *n* = 21**    **DCS *n* = 20, PBO *n* = 18**                                                                     

  **Effect**                 **Statistic**                     **P-value**                                  **η^2^** ~**p**~   **Statistic**        **P-value**   **η^2^** ~**p**~

  Group                      *F*(1, 41) = 0.30                 .585                                         \< .01             *F*(1, 36) = 0.17    .687          \< .01

  Stimulus                   *F*(2, 82) = 36.86                \< .001                                      .47                *F*(1, 36) = 2.37    .132          .06

  Stage                      \-                                \-                                           \-                 *F*(1, 36) = 21.52   \< .001       .37

  Group × Stimulus           *F*(2, 82) = 0.69                 .505                                         .02                *F*(1, 36) = 1.30    .261          .03

  Group × Stage              \-                                \-                                           \-                 *F*(1, 36) = 1.76    .193          .05

  Stimulus × Stage           \-                                \-                                           \-                 *F*(1, 36) = 1.14    .293          .03

  Group × Stimulus × Stage   \-                                \-                                           \-                 *F*(1, 36) = 3.18    .083          .08

                             **Recall Phase (Day 3)**\         **Renewal Phase (Day 3)**\                                                                         
                             **DCS *n* = 20, PBO *n* = 19**    **DCS *n* = 20, PBO *n* = 20**                                                                     

  **Effect**                 **Statistic**                     **P-value**                                  **η^2^** ~**p**~   **Statistic**        **P-value**   **η^2^** ~**p**~

  Group                      *F*(1, 37) = 4.29                 .553                                         \< .01             *F*(1, 38) = 0.49    .490          .01

  Stimulus                   *F*(1.39, 51.44) = 4.72           .023[^a^](#t001fn001){ref-type="table-fn"}   .11                *F*(2, 76) = 10.48   \< .001       .22

  Stage                      *F*(1, 37) = 31.86                \< .001                                      .46                *F*(1, 38) = 20.73   \< .001       .35

  Group × Stimulus           *F*(1.39, 51.44) = 0.17           .761[^a^](#t001fn001){ref-type="table-fn"}   \< .01             *F*(2, 76) = 0.21    .812          \< .01

  Group × Stage              *F*(1, 37) = 1.24                 .273                                         .03                *F*(1, 38) = 0.10    .754          \< .01

  Stimulus × Stage           *F*(1.62, 60.10) = 5.93           .007[^a^](#t001fn001){ref-type="table-fn"}   .14                *F*(2, 76) = 3.70    .029          .09

  Group × Stimulus × Stage   *F*(1.62, 60.10) = 0.09           .872[^a^](#t001fn001){ref-type="table-fn"}   \< .01             *F*(2, 76) = 1.38    .258          .04
  -------------------------- --------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- ------------------ -------------------- ------------- ------------------

^a^ Greenhouse-Geisser sphericity correction applied.

### Conditioning {#sec010}

In the conditioning phase, there was a significant main effect of Stimulus, *F*(2, 82) = 36.86, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .47, reflecting a large effect size. Post-hoc tests indicated that mean SCR was greater for the CS+E than the CS-, *t*(82) = 8.10, *p* \< .001, *d* = 2.471, and greater for the CS+U than the CS-, *t*(82) = 6.51, *p* \< .001, *d* = 1.985, but not significantly different between the CS+E and CS+U, *t*(82) = 1.60, *p =* .11, *d* = 0.486. As expected at this pre-treatment stage there was no evidence that DCS and PBO groups differed in their overall or CS-specific SCRs.

### Extinction {#sec011}

In the extinction phase, a significant main effect of Stage provided evidence of an overall decrease in mean SCR from the early to the late stage of extinction, *F*(1, 36) = 21.52, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .37. All other effects were nonsignificant; there was no evidence of Group effects, consistent with the hypothesis that the effect of DCS should take place on the consolidation of extinction learning rather than the amount of in-session learning.

### Recall {#sec012}

In the recall phase, there was a significant effect of Stimulus, *F*(1.39, 51.44) = 4.72, *p* = .023, η^2^~p~ = .11, Stage, *F*(1, 37) = 31.86, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .46, and a Stimulus × Stage interaction *F*(1.62, 60.10) = 5.93, *p* = .007, η^2^~p~ = .14. This interaction showed that relative to the CS-, SCRs were significantly greater for the CS+E, *t*(146) = 3.50, *p* \< .001, *d* = 1.121, and the CS+U, *t*(146) = 4.36, *p* \< .001, *d* = 1.395, at early recall, but not significantly greater in the late stage (both *p*s \> .619). The Group × Stimulus and Group × Stimulus × Stage interactions were nonsignificant, providing no evidence of the hypothesized DCS effects.

### Renewal {#sec013}

In the renewal phase, there was a significant effect of Stimulus, *F*(2, 76) = 10.48, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .22, Stage, *F*(1, 38) = 20.73, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .35, and a Stimulus × Stage interaction *F*(2, 76) = 3.70, *p* = .029, η^2^~p~ = .09. Post-hoc contrasts indicated that relative to the CS-, SCRs were significantly greater to the CS+E, *t*(151) = 2.97, *p* = .004, *d* = 0.937, and the CS+U, *t*(151) = -5.09, *p* \< .001, *d* = 1.608 in the early stage, but not significantly different in the late stage (both *p*s \> .271). The Group × Stimulus and Group × Stimulus × Stage interactions were nonsignificant, providing no evidence of the hypothesized DCS effects.

US expectancy results {#sec014}
---------------------

[Fig 3](#pone.0223729.g003){ref-type="fig"} shows mean US expectancy ratings for the first and last presentation of each stimulus for all phases of the experiment and [Table 2](#pone.0223729.t002){ref-type="table"} shows complete statistics of the corresponding ANOVAs. Significant results are summarized below.

![Expectancy of shock (US expectancy) following first and last presentation of different conditioned stimuli, across experimental phases.\
Note. Ratings were made retrospectively (i.e. after phase concluded). PBO = placebo group, DCS = d-cycloserine, SCR = skin conductance response, SE = 1 standard error, CS- = stimulus that was not paired with shock, CS+E = stimulus that was paired with shock during conditioning and presented in the extinction phase, CS+U = stimulus that was paired with shock during conditioning but not presented in the extinction phase.](pone.0223729.g003){#pone.0223729.g003}

10.1371/journal.pone.0223729.t002

###### US expectancy results from ANOVAs across experimental phases.

![](pone.0223729.t002){#pone.0223729.t002g}

  -------------------------- --------------------------------- -------------------------------- ------------------ -------------------- ------------- ------------------
                             **Conditioning Phase (Day 1)**\   **Extinction Phase (Day 2)**\                                                          
                             **DCS *n* = 21, PBO *n* = 21**    **DCS *n* = 21, PBO *n* = 21**                                                         

  **Effect**                 **Statistic**                     **P-value**                      **η^2^** ~**p**~   **Statistic**        **P-value**   **η^2^** ~**p**~

  Group                      *F*(1, 40) = 1.34                 .254                             .03                *F*(1, 40) = 0.16    .696          \< .01

  Stimulus                   *F*(2, 80) = 97.88                \< .001                          .71                *F*(1, 40) = 24.01   \< .001       .38

  Stage                      \-                                \-                               \-                 *F*(1, 40) = 75.72   \< .001       .65

  Group × Stimulus           *F*(2, 80) = 0.26                 .774                             \< .01             *F*(1, 40) = 1.17    .287          .03

  Group × Stage              \-                                \-                               \-                 *F*(1, 40) = 0.96    .332          .02

  Stimulus × Stage           \-                                \-                               \-                 *F*(1, 40) = 27.54   \< .001       .41

  Group × Stimulus × Stage   \-                                \-                               \-                 *F*(1, 40) = 2.11    .154          .05

                             Recall Phase (Day 3)\             Renewal Phase (Day 3)\                                                                 
                             DCS *n* = 20, PBO *n* = 21        DCS *n* = 20, PBO *n* = 20                                                             

  **Effect**                 **Statistic**                     **P-value**                      **η^2^** ~**p**~   **Statistic**        **P-value**   **η^2^** ~**p**~

  Group                      *F*(1, 39) = 4.42                 .042                             .10                *F*(1, 38) = 1.57    .217          .04

  Stimulus                   *F*(2, 78) = 17.26                \< .001                          .31                *F*(2, 76) = 11.11   \< .001       .23

  Stage                      *F*(1, 37) = 197.53               \< .001                          .84                *F*(1, 38) = 98.27   \< .001       .72

  Group × Stimulus           *F*(2, 78) = 0.15                 .859                             \< .01             *F*(2, 76) = 0.05    .951          \< .01

  Group × Stage              *F*(1, 37) = 1.76                 .192                             .04                *F*(1, 38) = 1.51    .227          .04

  Stimulus × Stage           *F*(2, 78) = 15.53                \< .001                          .28                *F*(2, 76) = 8.78    \< .001       .19

  Group × Stimulus × Stage   *F*(2, 78) = 2.41                 .096                             .06                *F*(2, 76) = 0.75    .476          .02
  -------------------------- --------------------------------- -------------------------------- ------------------ -------------------- ------------- ------------------

### Conditioning {#sec015}

There was a significant effect of stimulus on US expectancy at the last presentation of each stimulus during conditioning, *F*(2, 80) = 97.8, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .71, with significantly greater ratings for the CS+E, *t*(80) = -11.49, *p* \< .001, *d* = 3.545, and CS+U, *t*(80) = -12.66, *p* \< .001, *d* = 3.907 relative to the CS-. As expected, there were no significant effects of Group or Group × Time.

### Extinction {#sec016}

In the extinction phase, there were significant main effects of Stimulus, *F*(1, 40) = 24.01, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .38, and Stage, *F*(1, 40) = 75.72, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .65, as well as a Stimulus × Stage interaction, *F*(1, 40) = 27.54, *p \<* .001, η^2^~p~. = .41. Post-hoc contrasts showed greater US expectancy ratings for the first presentation of the CS+E relative to the CS-, *t*(73.9) = 7.06, *p* \< .001, *d* = 2.180, but not the last presentation, *t*(73.9) = -0.80, *p* = .427, *d* = 0.247, indicative of successful extinction. All other effects were nonsignificant.

### Recall {#sec017}

In the recall phase, there were significant main effects of Stimulus, *F*(2, 78) = 17.26, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .31, and Stage, *F*(1, 37) = 197.53, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .84, and a significant Stimulus × Stage interaction, *F*(2, 78) = 15.53, *p \<* .001, η^2^~p~ = .28. At the first presentation of each stimulus during recall, US expectancy for the CS+E was significantly greater than the CS-, *t*(154) = 2.91, *p =* .004, *d* = 0.910, indicating a return in expectation of shock since the end of extinction, but significantly less than the CS+U, *t*(154) = 5.08, *p* \< .001, *d* = 1.587. Differences across stimuli were non-significant (*p* \> .504) for the last presentation of each stimulus. There was a significant main effect of Group, *F*(1, 39) = 4.42, *p* = .042, η^2^~p~ = .10, indicating lower US expectancyratings across all stimuli and stages in the DCS group relative to PBOgroup. However, all interactions with Group were nonsignificant (all *p*s \> .096).

### Renewal {#sec018}

In the renewal phase, there was a significant main effect of Stimulus, *F*(2, 76) = 11.11, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .23, and Stage, *F*(1, 38) = 98.27, *p* \< .001, η^2^~p~ = .72, and a significant Stimulus × Stage interaction, *F*(2, 76) = 8.78, *p \<* .001, η^2^~p~ = .19. At the first presentation of each stimulus during renewal, US expectancy was significantly greater for the CS+E relative to the CS-, *t*(147) = 4.28, *p* \< .001, *d* = 1.352, and for the CS+U relative to the CS-, *t*(147) = 6.14, *p* \< .001, *d* = 1.943, but not significantly different between the CS+E and CS+U, *p* = .064. Differences across stimuli were non-significant (*p* \> .39) for the last presentation of each stimulus. There were no significant group effects or interactions.

Discussion {#sec019}
==========

The aim of this study was to test whether DCS facilitates fear extinction retention in patients with social anxiety disorder. To this end, we employed a paradigm developed to study fear extinction and that mirrors that used in the study of fear extinction in rodents. We observed several noteworthy findings. First, of the 81 participants that we enrolled in this study, only 43 (53%) provided data that we could use for the analyses. Specifically, we had to remove 12 participants because their SCR recordings that were consistent with data collection errors and an additional 25 participants because they failed to show fear acquisition. Such acquisition failure rates are not uncommon in human fear conditioning studies \[[@pone.0223729.ref023],[@pone.0223729.ref024]\], and may have resulted from a relatively low reinforcement rate used during conditioning \[[@pone.0223729.ref031]\], or because clinical populations are less likely to demonstrate differential conditioning \[[@pone.0223729.ref037]\], even when 100% reinforcement schedules are used \[[@pone.0223729.ref024]\]. Accordingly, our acquisition results are well in line with expectations from the literature. A necessary consequence to our decision to examine extinction effects only in those who had acquired a differential response is that our results are necessarily specific to individuals who learned a conditioned fear. Nonetheless, there were no differences in clinical severity, contingency awareness, or US expectancy between conditioners and non-conditioners. Moreover, results did not differ when non-conditioners were included in the analysis.

Second, despite selection of those displaying adequate fear acquisition, fear retention (and a stimulus by phase interaction) at the outset of the Day Two extinction phase was evident only for the expectancy measure not for SCR. This flattening of the differential responding between the CS+ and CS- may reflect a combination of stimulus generalization and poor consolidation, although it is clear from the recall and renewal effects that greater fear learning to the CS+ persisted relative to the CS-. In addition, extinction of reactivity to both CSs was achieved across phases, presumably providing adequate extinction learning for augmentation.

Third, under these conditions, we found no evidence for the hypothesis that preceding extinction training with a single dose of 50 mg of DCS would enhance fear extinction retention. Aside from failing to demonstrate that the observed clinical effects of DCS for augmenting exposure therapy may indeed be explained by engaging the core hypothesized mechanism---i.e., fear extinction retention---this study shows that demonstrating fear extinction in patients using this specific paradigm presents major challenges.

This study is an important addition to the literature on DCS for enhancing extinction learning. We are aware of two other groups of studies that have failed to find a significant advantage for DCS for augmenting extinction training in the laboratory \[[@pone.0223729.ref017],[@pone.0223729.ref018]\]. Yet, across these studies there were a number of methodological issues that may have hindered the efficacy of DCS augmentation. First, in the Guastella et al. \[[@pone.0223729.ref018]\] series of studies, the first two studies conducted acquisition and extinction procedures on the same day, separated only by a few hours and with DCS administration given in the interval between procedures. As such, as acknowledged by the authors, DCS was given well within the consolidation window of acquisition and hence could have had facilitative effects on both acquisition and extinction. This design flaw was corrected in the third study, but in all three studies conducted by Guastella et al. \[[@pone.0223729.ref018]\] participants were asked to record, using a rotary dial rating, the subjective expectancy of shock during each CS presentation. Such procedures are assumed to enhance explicit, higher order (e.g., propositional) processing of the fear contingency \[[@pone.0223729.ref038]\]. Notably, in a review of early DCS studies, Grillon \[[@pone.0223729.ref039]\] hypothesized that DCS benefits may be specific to lower-order learning processes. Specifically, Grillon discussed a dual-model theory of fear conditioning, where human de novo fear conditioning processes may rely on higher-order cognition and that DCS benefits may be specific to lower-order, associative processes more characteristic of animal paradigms and human clinical fears. Interestingly, concerns about the influence of higher order processes are also apt for the DCS conditioning study by Klumpers and colleagues \[[@pone.0223729.ref017]\], where, after the first block of acquisition, participants were informed of the CS-shock association--thereby helping ensure higher order encoding of the causal relationships.

In the current study, we reduced cues for higher order processing, while retaining some ratings of explicit knowledge of the fear contingency in the form of retrospective expectancy ratings and questions about which colors were followed by shock, administered at the end of each phase. Under these conditions, we failed to find a DCS augmentation effect. In light of previous null findings of DCS on extinction retention, it appears unclear whether DCS can enhance extinction recall or reduce renewal in a human de novo conditioning paradigm. Given the limitations of the present study (e.g. relatively weak conditioning as measured by SCR) and evidence that DCS can reduce reinstatement \[[@pone.0223729.ref019],[@pone.0223729.ref020]\], it would be worth further investigating the procedural variants that might enable detection of DCS augmentation effects found in animal and human clinical research (see \[[@pone.0223729.ref040]\] for a discussion of needed improvements to human fear conditioning paradigms). For instance, using biologically "prepared" or other fear-relevant stimuli can lead to stronger conditioned responses that reflect a greater role of lower-order fear learning processes \[[@pone.0223729.ref041],[@pone.0223729.ref042]\], and therefore may be more susceptible to the effects of DCS.

Supporting information {#sec020}
======================

###### Dataset.

This is the complete dataset used for analyses.

(CSV)

###### 

Click here for additional data file.

###### Supplementary analyses.

Sensitivity analyses were run with all available data to determine whether exclusion of non-conditioners affected the impact of DCS vs. PBO on extinction retention. Consistent with results when analyzing only conditioners, no main or interactive effects of group were seen during recall or renewal phases for SCR or US expectancy data.

(HTML)

###### 

Click here for additional data file.
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**Comments to the Author**

1\. Is the manuscript technically sound, and do the data support the conclusions?

The manuscript must describe a technically sound piece of scientific research with data that supports the conclusions. Experiments must have been conducted rigorously, with appropriate controls, replication, and sample sizes. The conclusions must be drawn appropriately based on the data presented.

Reviewer \#1: Yes

Reviewer \#2: Partly

\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*

2\. Has the statistical analysis been performed appropriately and rigorously?

Reviewer \#1: No

Reviewer \#2: Yes

\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*

3\. Have the authors made all data underlying the findings in their manuscript fully available?

The [PLOS Data policy](http://www.plosone.org/static/policies.action#sharing) requires authors to make all data underlying the findings described in their manuscript fully available without restriction, with rare exception (please refer to the Data Availability Statement in the manuscript PDF file). The data should be provided as part of the manuscript or its supporting information, or deposited to a public repository. For example, in addition to summary statistics, the data points behind means, medians and variance measures should be available. If there are restrictions on publicly sharing data---e.g. participant privacy or use of data from a third party---those must be specified.

Reviewer \#1: Yes

Reviewer \#2: Yes

\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*

4\. Is the manuscript presented in an intelligible fashion and written in standard English?

PLOS ONE does not copyedit accepted manuscripts, so the language in submitted articles must be clear, correct, and unambiguous. Any typographical or grammatical errors should be corrected at revision, so please note any specific errors here.

Reviewer \#1: Yes

Reviewer \#2: Yes

\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*

5\. Review Comments to the Author

Please use the space provided to explain your answers to the questions above. You may also include additional comments for the author, including concerns about dual publication, research ethics, or publication ethics. (Please upload your review as an attachment if it exceeds 20,000 characters)

Reviewer \#1: The manuscript 'Effect of d-cycloserine on fear extinction training in adults with social anxiety disorders' describes the results of a three-day fear learning paradigm. Participants were randomly allocated to receive 50 mg d-cycloserine (DCS) or placebo one hour prior to extinction training on day 2. Data of 43 participants suggested that the fear-learning task successfully produced the desired learning effects, but that DCS did not moderate any effects. The authors conclude that they found no evidence for the putative mechanism of action of DCS: enhancement of extinction memory consolidation.

This study should be considered an important contribution to the literature. Thus far, no study has investigated whether DCS enhances extinction memory consolidation during a de novo fear conditioning paradigm in a clinical population. As such, the current study fills an important gap in the translation of pre-clinical work in healthy controls to treatment interventions for those suffering from anxiety disorders. Moreover, the current study makes use of a three-day paradigm, allowing to disentangle the learning and memory effects of acquisition, extinction and retention. However, the current manuscript suffers also from some weaknesses, which should be addressed.

Abstract:

• The authors state that "human studies of DCS augmentation in a de novo fear paradigm have been scarce and inconclusive". However, in the introduction they report that all these studies had null-findings. The authors may want to rephrase their summary of findings in the abstract.

• The findings of the study are summarized in two sentences in the abstract. The authors should consider discussing their findings in greater detail and formulating their findings related to the experimental phases (and thus the hypotheses), instead of merely stating that DCS did not moderate fear responses.

Introduction:

• On page 4. the authors write: "Despite this hope, and despite the wealth of clinical trial data showing DCS augmentation success...". Clinical trial data has shown both DCS augmentation success and failure. A more balanced statement would better reflect the overall clinical trial data for DCS augmentation.

• Was the decision to only include those who demonstrated adequate conditioning of de novo fears an a-priori or post-hoc decision? Of note, performance-based exclusion is not always recommended (see f.i. Lonsdorf et al., 2017 Don't fear fear conditioning. Neuroscience and Biobehav Reviews). The authors should consider performing additional analyses on all available data.

• On line 85/86 page 4, the authors state that the aims, hypotheses, design, and planned statistical analyses of this experiment were published. However, the protocol paper describes the aim, design and outcome of interest, but these do not completely overlap with the current report. The authors have done different analyses than they originally planned and should explain why they changed their plans.

• The authors should formulate their hypotheses in terms of the experimental phases: What were the specific hypotheses regarding extinction recall and renewal?

Methods:

• The participants self-selected to participate in the experiment. Less than half of participants in the clinical trial chose to participate in the experiment. Is there any information available regarding reasons to not participate in the current study?

• What was the reason for choosing a reinforcement rate of 62.5%? The authors should comment on that in the method section of the manuscript. (In addition, could this low reinforcement rate be related to the failure to acquire fear in half of the sample? The authors should critically discuss this in their discussion section).

• On page 8, line 166: should safe context be danger context?

• Was the decision to analyze US expectancy ratings as a secondary outcome made a-priori or post-hoc? Please clarify.

• In the description of the statistical analyses for the recall and renewal phases the "phase term\" seems to be missing.

Results:

• Did those who did not demonstrate discriminant SCR conditioning also not demonstrate explicit contingency learning as indexed by US expectancies? Did those measures align? If not, what was the overlap between measures?

• The sample sizes in table 1 are a bit confusing: Why are there differences in sample size between phases? Please also address this in the Table notes.

• For the SCR, the stimulus by stage interaction is not significant in the extinction phase. How should this be interpreted? Please clarify.

• Page 14, line 284-285. This sentence is slightly confusing, please consider rewriting.

Discussion:

• The decision to exclude those that showed no differential SCR conditioning should be critically discussed (see Marin et al., 2019 Absence of conditioned responding in humans: A bad measure or individual differences; Lonsdorf et al., 2017)

• The discussion should include a critical reflection on the experimental design (e.g. the reinforcement rate, the outcome measures, the stimuli used (CS's and US), etc.)

• The authors should consider including future research directions in their discussion.

Reviewer \#2: The authors studied the effect of a single dose of the N-methyl-D-aspartate partial agonist D-cycloserine (DCS; 50mg) on fear extinction in patients with diagnosed social anxiety disorder using a de novo fear conditioning and extinction paradigm in the laboratory over 3 experimental days. It was found that pre-extinction DCS did not affect physiological (skin conductance response (SCR)) and psychological (shock expectancy) parameters assessed during fear extinction training, recall or renewal. The authors conclude that DCS has no benefit in humans in de novo fear extinction.

The present data adds on numerous studies showing variable effects of DCS on fear extinction and exposure based therapy in healthy and psychopathological subjects (humans and animals), respectively. I have a number of concerns regarding the design of the study, the presentation and interpretation of the results as outlined below in detail:

Major concerns:

1\. Several important procedural and technical details are missing and need to be added before a final sound evaluation of this manuscript can be made. Authors should refer e.g. to table 6 in Lonsdorf et al 2017, Neuroscience and Biobehavioral reviews to provide missing information, such as for example:

a\. Please provide details on the skin conductance measure. Which system and which settings were used? Which sampling rate?

b\. Please provide the data (mean + SD) of actually used shock intensities of the unconditioned stimulus on pp6.

c\. Please explain why (different to previous papers of the group) this time partial contingency was used, pairing 5 out of 8 CS with the US.

d\. Indicate what is considered as early and late stages of the diverse extinction sessions.

2\. The main conclusion of the authors that DCS does not affect fear extinction in this experimental setup cannot be drawn from the presented data. In my opinion the data do not support the formation of a fear memory that could be extinguished in the study population. First, no usable SCR was obtained for 15% of the participants due to technical problems and 38% of the remaining participants did not learn the fear association adequately (as indicated by no difference in SCR to CS- and CS+) and, thus, were excluded from the analysis. The fact that only half of the study population was used, raises questions whether this paradigm was suited for social anxiety patients. Importantly, placebo controls showed the same SCR in response to the CS+ as to the CS- during early extinction phase suggesting that no fear memory was formed. Furthermore, there seems to be no fear extinction, as the reduction in SCR is similarly present in unconditioned and conditioned placebo controls suggesting habituation rather than fear extinction. Finally, in contrast to the (early) extinction trial, CS+ groups showed higher fear responses than CS- groups in extinction recall and renewal sessions. This could be an effect of fear reconsolidation. Please explain.

3\. Several recent meta-analysis and publications (including important contributions some of the authors of the present MS) critically discuss the importance of timepoint of DCS administration when used as an adjunct to exposure based therapy. Against the recommendation that DCS should be administered AFTER successful fear extinction training (i.e. reduction in fear responses) in order to reduce the risk of enhancing the previously formed fear memory by facilitating reconsolidation, the authors administered DCS PRIOR to fear extinction training. Please explain and critically discuss why this timepoint for DCS administration was chosen.

4\. Figure legends 2 and 3 are sloppy, they just give a title and do not provide information on the data presented and the abbreviations in the figures (kind of data shown (mean +/- sem?). Needs to be revised.

Minor points:

5\. Figure 1. For a better temporal resolution of the experimental protocol, a timeline including the images presented in figure 1 and procedures (pairings details also given below the images) should be included. Please also show habituation period in the timeline.

6\. In general, some parts of the MS are written in present tense rather than past tense. Please revise.

7\. On pp8, line 159 check description of the safe context. Furthermore, on the same page, on line 166 I think the contexts for renewal got mixed up and it should be "within threat context" rather than "safe" context. Please correct.

8\. Please clarify the abbreviation PBO mentioned for the first time on pp9, line 194. Please either stick to PBO or placebo throughout the manuscript.

9\. Table 1 and 2 seem to be redundancies of the main text (pp11-15).

\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*

6\. PLOS authors have the option to publish the peer review history of their article ([what does this mean?](https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/editorial-and-peer-review-process#loc-peer-review-history)). If published, this will include your full peer review and any attached files.

If you choose "no", your identity will remain anonymous but your review may still be made public.

**Do you want your identity to be public for this peer review?** For information about this choice, including consent withdrawal, please see our [Privacy Policy](https://www.plos.org/privacy-policy).

Reviewer \#1: No

Reviewer \#2: No

\[NOTE: If reviewer comments were submitted as an attachment file, they will be attached to this email and accessible via the submission site. Please log into your account, locate the manuscript record, and check for the action link \"View Attachments\". If this link does not appear, there are no attachment files to be viewed.\]

While revising your submission, please upload your figure files to the Preflight Analysis and Conversion Engine (PACE) digital diagnostic tool, <https://pacev2.apexcovantage.com/>. PACE helps ensure that figures meet PLOS requirements. To use PACE, you must first register as a user. Registration is free. Then, login and navigate to the UPLOAD tab, where you will find detailed instructions on how to use the tool. If you encounter any issues or have any questions when using PACE, please email us at <figures@plos.org>. Please note that Supporting Information files do not need this step.

10.1371/journal.pone.0223729.r002

Author response to Decision Letter 0

27 Aug 2019

Reviewer \#1: The manuscript 'Effect of d-cycloserine on fear extinction training in adults with social anxiety disorders' describes the results of a three-day fear learning paradigm. Participants were randomly allocated to receive 50 mg d-cycloserine (DCS) or placebo one hour prior to extinction training on day 2. Data of 43 participants suggested that the fear-learning task successfully produced the desired learning effects, but that DCS did not moderate any effects. The authors conclude that they found no evidence for the putative mechanism of action of DCS: enhancement of extinction memory consolidation.

This study should be considered an important contribution to the literature. Thus far, no study has investigated whether DCS enhances extinction memory consolidation during a de novo fear conditioning paradigm in a clinical population. As such, the current study fills an important gap in the translation of pre-clinical work in healthy controls to treatment interventions for those suffering from anxiety disorders. Moreover, the current study makes use of a three-day paradigm, allowing to disentangle the learning and memory effects of acquisition, extinction and retention. However, the current manuscript suffers also from some weaknesses, which should be addressed.

Abstract:

• The authors state that "human studies of DCS augmentation in a de novo fear paradigm have been scarce and inconclusive". However, in the introduction they report that all these studies had null-findings. The authors may want to rephrase their summary of findings in the abstract.

Response: We have revised the respective sentences in order to make them more concordant, as seen below.

Abstract:

"Preclinical and clinical data have shown that D-cycloserine (DCS), a partial agonist at the N-methyl-d-aspartate receptor complex, augments the retention of fear extinction in animals and the therapeutic learning from exposure therapy in humans. However, studies with non-clinical human samples in de novo fear conditioning paradigms have demonstrated minimal to no benefit of DCS."

Page 4:

"Despite this hope, and despite evidence of successful DCS augmentation in clinical trials, initial human studies using de novo fear conditioning paradigms have shown minimal to no effect of DCS on the retention of extinction learning. Specifically, studies examining the effects of DCS augmentation on extinction recall and fear renewal have consistently had null findings \[15--18\], though some evidence of reduced reinstatement has been found \[17,18\]."

• The findings of the study are summarized in two sentences in the abstract. The authors should consider discussing their findings in greater detail and formulating their findings related to the experimental phases (and thus the hypotheses), instead of merely stating that DCS did not moderate fear responses.

Response: We have revised the abstract accordingly:

"The primary outcome was skin conductance response to conditioned stimuli, and shock expectancy ratings were examined as a secondary outcome. Results showed greater skin conductance and expectancy ratings in response to the CS+ compared to CS- at the end of conditioning. As expected, this difference was no longer present at the end of extinction training, but returned at early recall and renewal phases on Day 3, showing evidence of return of fear. In contrast to hypotheses, DCS had no moderating influence on skin conductance response or expectancy of shock during recall or renewal phases.

Introduction:

• On page 4. the authors write: "Despite this hope, and despite the wealth of clinical trial data showing DCS augmentation success...". Clinical trial data has shown both DCS augmentation success and failure. A more balanced statement would better reflect the overall clinical trial data for DCS augmentation.

Response: We have ensured our statements of DCS's clinical effects are balanced with the following on page 3:

Although results across individual clinical trials have been variable \[e.g., 7,8\], a recent meta-analysis indicates that across disparate clinical trials of anxiety disorders, DCS augmentation of exposure therapy offers advantages on the order of a small effect size (d = 0.25) for enhancing early response to treatment relative to placebo \[9\].

And page 4:

Despite this hope, and despite evidence of successful DCS augmentation in clinical trials\...

• Was the decision to only include those who demonstrated adequate conditioning of de novo fears an a-priori or post-hoc decision? Of note, performance-based exclusion is not always recommended (see f.i. Lonsdorf et al., 2017 Don't fear fear conditioning. Neuroscience and Biobehav Reviews). The authors should consider performing additional analyses on all available data.

Response: We decided a priori to exclude non-conditioners, as this is a consistent approach for our team members. We have also provided additional clarification for our rationale, including citations to our past studies and an additional citation showing that conditioning failures reflect differential brain processing of the conditioning stimuli.

Page 4-5: "Third, to provide a direct test of extinction effects that have an analogue to clinical fears, we assessed DCS vs. placebo augmentation effects only in individuals who demonstrated adequate acquisition of de novo fears (indeed, among both anxious and healthy samples a substantial proportion of participants may fail to show fear acquisition on skin conductance measures \[18,23,24\], and there is evidence that poor skin conductance conditioning reflects hypoactivation of brain regions involved in fear learning and expression \[25\]."

And on page 10: "This approach is consistent with our previous work \[21,22\], and was done to ensure that participants included in the analysis demonstrated adequate fear learning that could meaningfully be subjected to extinction and renewal procedures in the subsequent phases of the study (see also Marin et al. 2019)."

Yet, we are aware that different opinions exist on this methodological strategy, and to respond to such concerns, we include the following on pages 11-12

"Following the recommendations of Lonsdorf et al., 2019, we performed sensitivity analyses to determine whether exclusion of non-conditioners influences results. No differential effects were obtained relative to those reported below, and we report these results as supplementary material."

• On line 85/86 page 4, the authors state that the aims, hypotheses, design, and planned statistical analyses of this experiment were published. However, the protocol paper describes the aim, design and outcome of interest, but these do not completely overlap with the current report. The authors have done different analyses than they originally planned and should explain why they changed their plans.

We have clarified this on pg. 5: "Prior to data analysis we made several modifications to the analytic approach described in Hofmann et al. (2015) \[23\] to be consistent with the latest methodological advancements and recommendations. Specifically, we used continuous decomposition analysis to extract skin conductance responses and we tested the pre-specified hypotheses in ANOVA that included a term for contrasts between stimuli, as opposed to subtracting CS- SCRs from CS+ SCRs prior to analyses \[27\]. Another modification was to omit the prespecified "Extinction Retention Index" (ERI) analysis in light of a recent publication \[28\] which outlined theoretical and procedural problems with its operationalization, including the existence of 16 different calculations of the ERI in the literature."

The authors should formulate their hypotheses in terms of the experimental phases: What were the specific hypotheses regarding extinction recall and renewal?

We have done so on pg. 5:

"Prior to study initiation, hypotheses (i.e., DCS enhancement of extinction recall and reduction of fear renewal) were published in Hofmann et al. \[26\]."

Methods:

• The participants self-selected to participate in the experiment. Less than half of participants in the clinical trial chose to participate in the experiment. Is there any information available regarding reasons to not participate in the current study?

Response: This specific experiment was optional and considered a separate study from the clinical trial. All eligible participants were given the option to participate. We did not collect information regarding the reasons for or against choosing to participate.

• What was the reason for choosing a reinforcement rate of 62.5%? The authors should comment on that in the method section of the manuscript. (In addition, could this low reinforcement rate be related to the failure to acquire fear in half of the sample? The authors should critically discuss this in their discussion section).

Response: We now write on page 9:

"This reinforcement rate was used to replicate procedures from the previously validated paradigm used for this study \[21,22\], and because lower reinforcement rates create more uncertainty and lead to slower extinction \[31,32\], thus allowing more room for potential DCS augmentation effects."

And page 17 of the discussion:

Such acquisition failure rates are not uncommon in human fear conditioning studies \[23,24\], and may have resulted from a relatively low reinforcement rate used during conditioning \[32\], or because clinical populations are less likely to demonstrate differential conditioning \[38\], even when 100% reinforcement schedules are used \[24\].

• On page 8, line 166: should safe context be danger context?

Response: We have corrected this to reflect the context used in the renewal phase.

• Was the decision to analyze US expectancy ratings as a secondary outcome made a-priori or post-hoc? Please clarify.

We now specify that our primary hypothesis relates to SCR on page 5, which is consistent with the published protocol paper (Hofmann et al., 2015).

"Our primary hypothesis was that DCS would augment de novo fear extinction learning of SCR through increased retention of extinction during a recall and renewal phase occurring 24 hours later."

We clarify that the decision to analyze expectancy ratings as a secondary outcome was made post-hoc on page 4:

"Second, we reduced cues for higher-order processing (i.e. shock expectancy ratings administered during CS presentations), while retaining some assessment of explicit knowledge of the fear contingency in the form of retrospective expectancy ratings administered at the end of each experimental phase. This enabled us to evaluate post-hoc whether DCS effects on skin conductance response (SCR) were mirrored by expectancy ratings."

• In the description of the statistical analyses for the recall and renewal phases the "phase term\" seems to be missing.

Response: We have added the term into the description (pg. 11)

Results:

• Did those who did not demonstrate discriminant SCR conditioning also not demonstrate explicit contingency learning as indexed by US expectancies? Did those measures align? If not, what was the overlap between measures?

Response: We write on page 11:

"Total LSAS score,\... MADRS score,...and US intensity\... were not significantly different between participants that did and did not show differential SCR conditioning, nor was differential US expectancy (CS+E minus CS-), t(66) = -0.59, p = 0.56, conditioners: M = 2.33, SD = 1.34; non-conditioners: M = 2.11, SD = 1.70, or likelihood of contingency awareness, χ2 (1) = 2.42, p = 0.120, at the end of the conditioning phase."

• The sample sizes in table 1 are a bit confusing: Why are there differences in sample size between phases? Please also address this in the Table notes.

Response: We have clarified this in the methods section (pg. 10):

"Since hypotheses were tested within each phase, participants were not excluded from analysis in one phase when they had incomplete data in another phase, which resulted in minor variations in sample size across phases."

• For the SCR, the stimulus by stage interaction is not significant in the extinction phase. How should this be interpreted? Please clarify.

Response: Our SCR data did reflect a lack of specificity for the extinction effects observed on Day 2: there was a decrease in responding across the CSs, without the stated interaction reaching significance. The most reasonable hypotheses for the failure of this interaction effect is generalization occurring between Day 1 and Day 2, so that safety was learned across cues that shared at least some fear associations (due to shared context, heightened shock expectation for all stimuli,or diminished retention of "fear" of the CS+). Nonetheless, results for the expectancy ratings were clear (i.e., had the expected stimulus by stage interaction), and differential conditioning for SCR was evident on Day 3 in the recall and renewal paradigms, supporting the notion that learning persisted to Day 3. Finally, despite the lack of clear differential SCR at extinction initiation, reactivity to both CS+ and CS- decreased significantly across the extinction phase, presumably providing an extinction learning substrate for DCS augmentation. In the revised discussion we now devote a paragraph to explicating these issues (page 17-18):

"Second, despite selection of those displaying adequate fear acquisition, fear retention (and a stimulus by phase interaction) at the outset of the Day Two extinction phase was evident only for the expectancy measure not for SCR. This flattening of the differential responding between the CS+ and CS- may reflect a combination of stimulus generalization and poor consolidation, although it is clear from the recall and renewal effects that greater fear learning to the CS+ persisted relative to the CS-. In addition, extinction of reactivity to both CSs was achieved across phases, presumably providing adequate extinction learning for augmentation."

• Page 14, line 284-285. This sentence is slightly confusing, please consider rewriting.

We have revised the sentence as following (now on page 16):

"There was a significant main effect of Group, F(1, 39) = 4.42, p = .042, η²p = .10, indicating lower US expectancy ratings across all stimuli and stages in the DCS group relative to PBO. However, all interactions with Group were nonsignificant (all ps \> .096)."

Discussion:

• The decision to exclude those that showed no differential SCR conditioning should be critically discussed (see Marin et al., 2019 Absence of conditioned responding in humans: A bad measure or individual differences; Lonsdorf et al., 2017)

Response: As described in response to the point above, we have now provided, on pages 5 and 10 a more complete rationale for our exclusion of those showing no differential conditioning, including citations of both Marin and Londsdorf in that section.

We also write on page 17-18:

"Such acquisition failure rates are not uncommon in human fear conditioning studies \[23,24\], and may have resulted from a relatively low reinforcement rate used during conditioning \[32\], or because clinical populations are less likely to demonstrate differential conditioning \[38\], even when 100% reinforcement schedules are used \[24\]. Accordingly, our acquisition results are well in line with expectations from the literature. A necessary consequence to our decision to examine extinction effects only in those who had acquired a differential response is that our results are necessarily specific to individuals who learned a conditioned fear. Nonetheless, there were no differences in clinical severity, contingency awareness, or US expectancy between conditioners and non-conditioners. Moreover, results did not differ when non-conditioners were included in the analysis."

• The discussion should include a critical reflection on the experimental design (e.g. the reinforcement rate, the outcome measures, the stimuli used (CS's and US), etc.)

• The authors should consider including future research directions in their discussion.

Response: In addition to our response to the preceding point, we have written the following on page 19-20 of the discussion.

"Given the limitations of the present study (e.g. relatively weak conditioning as measured by SCR) and evidence that DCS can reduce reinstatement \[19,20\], it would be worth further investigating the procedural variants that might enable detection of DCS augmentation effects found in animal and human clinical research (see \[41\] for a discussion of needed improvements to human fear conditioning paradigms). For instance, using biologically "prepared" or other fear-relevant stimuli can lead to stronger conditioned responses that reflect a greater role of lower-order fear learning processes \[42,43\], and therefore may be more susceptible to the effects of DCS.

Reviewer \#2: The authors studied the effect of a single dose of the N-methyl-D-aspartate partial agonist D-cycloserine (DCS; 50mg) on fear extinction in patients with diagnosed social anxiety disorder using a de novo fear conditioning and extinction paradigm in the laboratory over 3 experimental days. It was found that pre-extinction DCS did not affect physiological (skin conductance response (SCR)) and psychological (shock expectancy) parameters assessed during fear extinction training, recall or renewal. The authors conclude that DCS has no benefit in humans in de novo fear extinction.

The present data adds on numerous studies showing variable effects of DCS on fear extinction and exposure based therapy in healthy and psychopathological subjects (humans and animals), respectively. I have a number of concerns regarding the design of the study, the presentation and interpretation of the results as outlined below in detail:

Major concerns:

1\. Several important procedural and technical details are missing and need to be added before a final sound evaluation of this manuscript can be made. Authors should refer e.g. to table 6 in Lonsdorf et al 2017, Neuroscience and Biobehavioral reviews to provide missing information, such as for example:

a\. Please provide details on the skin conductance measure. Which system and which settings were used? Which sampling rate?

We now write on page 7:

"At the University of Texas-Austin site, a BIOPAC MP150 Psychophysiological Recording Apparatus (BIOPAC Systems, Inc., USA), was used, and data were acquired using AcqKnowledge 4.0 software. At Boston University and Rush University, psychophysiological data were recorded with custom equipment made by James Long Company, Caroga Lake, NY, and the data-acquisition program Snap-Master for Windows. Across sites, the sampling rate was 1000 Hz."

b\. Please provide the data (mean + SD) of actually used shock intensities of the unconditioned stimulus on pp6.

Response: This has been added on page 7:

"\...mean shock intensity was 1.86 Milliamperes (SD = 1.56)."

We also added a comparison of shock intensity between conditioners and non-conditioners to check whether this variable may have been related to likelihood of skin conductance conditioning, which it was not.

Page 11: "\...US intensity (i.e. individually selected shock level), t(64) = -.35, p = .725 \[was\] not significantly different between participants that did and did not show differential SCR conditioning..."

c\. Please explain why (different to previous papers of the group) this time partial contingency was used, pairing 5 out of 8 CS with the US.

Response: The reinforcement rate described in the protocol paper (Hofmann et al., 2015) was in error, as the original protocol as described in the NIH grant funding this study stated that a partial reinforcement rate of 62.5% (5 of 8 CS+ presentations) would be used.

d\. Indicate what is considered as early and late stages of the diverse extinction sessions.

We write on page 10:

"(6) for the conditioning phase, the last four SCRs of each stimulus were averaged to calculate late conditioning, and for the remaining phases, the first two (early) and last two (late) trials were averaged;"

2\. The main conclusion of the authors that DCS does not affect fear extinction in this experimental setup cannot be drawn from the presented data. In my opinion the data do not support the formation of a fear memory that could be extinguished in the study population. First, no usable SCR was obtained for 15% of the participants due to technical problems and 38% of the remaining participants did not learn the fear association adequately (as indicated by no difference in SCR to CS- and CS+) and, thus, were excluded from the analysis. The fact that only half of the study population was used, raises questions whether this paradigm was suited for social anxiety patients. Importantly, placebo controls showed the same SCR in response to the CS+ as to the CS- during early extinction phase suggesting that no fear memory was formed. Furthermore, there seems to be no fear extinction, as the reduction in SCR is similarly present in unconditioned and conditioned placebo controls suggesting habituation rather than fear extinction. Finally, in contrast to the (early) extinction trial, CS+ groups showed higher fear responses than CS- groups in extinction recall and renewal sessions. This could be an effect of fear reconsolidation. Please explain.

Is this actually significant?

Response: In the revision we better explain that our rates of successful/unsuccessful acquisition are in line with results in the literature - this is simply a surprisingly/ concerningly common result in the fear conditioning literature. Also, as explicated in paragraph 2 of our discussion, we are able to track the differential conditioning to the CS+ across the three days of our study (and note that it is evident in the expectancy ratings when it is not evident in SCR). Accordingly, we do believe we have a sample with adequate learning to have the potential to demonstrate a DCS effect. Yet we did not, a result that is also in line with the extant literature. In the discussion we now more clearly present the case for an adequate acquisition and extinction substrate for a fair DCS vs. Placebo experiment. Moreover, we now present results for the full sample in addition to our highly relevant conditioners. Given these factors, we do believe that our results are noteworthy (significant) and are a contribution to the field.

3\. Several recent meta-analysis and publications (including important contributions some of the authors of the present MS) critically discuss the importance of timepoint of DCS administration when used as an adjunct to exposure based therapy. Against the recommendation that DCS should be administered AFTER successful fear extinction training (i.e. reduction in fear responses) in order to reduce the risk of enhancing the previously formed fear memory by facilitating reconsolidation, the authors administered DCS PRIOR to fear extinction training. Please explain and critically discuss why this timepoint for DCS administration was chosen.

Response: We recognize that a design that mirrors that of the clinical trial - i.e., pre-dosing vs. post-dosing vs. targeted dosing vs. placebo - would have been most optimal for addressing the question of whether DCS can facilitate fear extinction retention (and under which conditions). At the time of study onset, there was no clear evidence suggesting that post-dosing outperforms pre-dosing. Hence, because this experiment was considered secondary to the trial and we aimed to make an adequately powered experiment feasible, we opted for a two-cell design comparing pre-dosing to placebo.

4\. Figure legends 2 and 3 are sloppy, they just give a title and do not provide information on the data presented and the abbreviations in the figures (kind of data shown (mean +/- sem?). Needs to be revised.

The y-axis of the figure states the measure (e.g., SCR mean +/- SE). We have explained all abbreviations in the figure legend:

"PBO = placebo group, DCS = d-cycloserine, SCR = skin conductance response, SE = 1 standard error, CS- = stimulus that was not paired with shock, CS+E = stimulus that was paired with shock during conditioning and presented in the extinction phase, CS+U = stimulus that was paired with shock during conditioning but not presented in the extinction phase."

Minor points:

5\. Figure 1. For a better temporal resolution of the experimental protocol, a timeline including the images presented in figure 1 and procedures (pairings details also given below the images) should be included. Please also show habituation period in the timeline.

Response: We have revised the figure to better represent the temporal aspects of the procedure.

6\. In general, some parts of the MS are written in present tense rather than past tense. Please revise.

Response: We have revised accordingly.

7\. On pp8, line 159 check description of the safe context. Furthermore, on the same page, on line 166 I think the contexts for renewal got mixed up and it should be "within threat context" rather than "safe" context. Please correct.

Response: The descriptions of the safe and threat contexts throughout the different stages of the paradigm are now accurate.

8\. Please clarify the abbreviation PBO mentioned for the first time on pp9, line 194. Please either stick to PBO or placebo throughout the manuscript.

Response: We have clarified the abbreviation and used PBO throughout the manuscript

9\. Table 1 and 2 seem to be redundancies of the main text (pp11-15)

Response: Our preference is to retain them because they provide the statistics of all model terms, including nonsignificant results, whereas the main text summarizes only the significant results.
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Dear Dr. Hofmann,

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to PLOS ONE. After careful consideration, we feel that it has merit but does not fully meet PLOS ONE's publication criteria as it currently stands. Therefore, we invite you to submit a revised version of the manuscript that addresses the points raised during the review process. Please find below one small comment of the reviewer.

We would appreciate receiving your revised manuscript by Nov 04 2019 11:59PM. When you are ready to submit your revision, log on to <https://www.editorialmanager.com/pone/> and select the \'Submissions Needing Revision\' folder to locate your manuscript file.

If you would like to make changes to your financial disclosure, please include your updated statement in your cover letter.

To enhance the reproducibility of your results, we recommend that if applicable you deposit your laboratory protocols in protocols.io, where a protocol can be assigned its own identifier (DOI) such that it can be cited independently in the future. For instructions see: <http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-laboratory-protocols>

Please include the following items when submitting your revised manuscript:

A rebuttal letter that responds to each point raised by the academic editor and reviewer(s). This letter should be uploaded as separate file and labeled \'Response to Reviewers\'.A marked-up copy of your manuscript that highlights changes made to the original version. This file should be uploaded as separate file and labeled \'Revised Manuscript with Track Changes\'.An unmarked version of your revised paper without tracked changes. This file should be uploaded as separate file and labeled \'Manuscript\'.

Please note while forming your response, if your article is accepted, you may have the opportunity to make the peer review history publicly available. The record will include editor decision letters (with reviews) and your responses to reviewer comments. If eligible, we will contact you to opt in or out.

We look forward to receiving your revised manuscript.

Kind regards,

Judith Homberg

Academic Editor

PLOS ONE
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**Comments to the Author**

1\. If the authors have adequately addressed your comments raised in a previous round of review and you feel that this manuscript is now acceptable for publication, you may indicate that here to bypass the "Comments to the Author" section, enter your conflict of interest statement in the "Confidential to Editor" section, and submit your \"Accept\" recommendation.

Reviewer \#1: (No Response)

\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*

2\. Is the manuscript technically sound, and do the data support the conclusions?

The manuscript must describe a technically sound piece of scientific research with data that supports the conclusions. Experiments must have been conducted rigorously, with appropriate controls, replication, and sample sizes. The conclusions must be drawn appropriately based on the data presented.

Reviewer \#1: (No Response)

\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*

3\. Has the statistical analysis been performed appropriately and rigorously?

Reviewer \#1: (No Response)

\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*\*

4\. Have the authors made all data underlying the findings in their manuscript fully available?

The [PLOS Data policy](http://www.plosone.org/static/policies.action#sharing) requires authors to make all data underlying the findings described in their manuscript fully available without restriction, with rare exception (please refer to the Data Availability Statement in the manuscript PDF file). The data should be provided as part of the manuscript or its supporting information, or deposited to a public repository. For example, in addition to summary statistics, the data points behind means, medians and variance measures should be available. If there are restrictions on publicly sharing data---e.g. participant privacy or use of data from a third party---those must be specified.

Reviewer \#1: (No Response)
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5\. Is the manuscript presented in an intelligible fashion and written in standard English?

PLOS ONE does not copyedit accepted manuscripts, so the language in submitted articles must be clear, correct, and unambiguous. Any typographical or grammatical errors should be corrected at revision, so please note any specific errors here.

Reviewer \#1: (No Response)
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6\. Review Comments to the Author

Please use the space provided to explain your answers to the questions above. You may also include additional comments for the author, including concerns about dual publication, research ethics, or publication ethics. (Please upload your review as an attachment if it exceeds 20,000 characters)

Reviewer \#1: The authors have addressed all my earlier comments. I have only one minor comment. The authors argue that the 62.5 % reinforcement rate \"\... was used \... because lower reinforcement rates create more uncertainty and lead to slower extinction \[31,32\], thus allowing more room for potential DCS augmentation effects.\" . As DCS is not believed to facilitate extinction learning, but rather to enhance extinction consolidation, I am not sure whether the second part of their argumentation is valid.
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7\. PLOS authors have the option to publish the peer review history of their article ([what does this mean?](https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/editorial-and-peer-review-process#loc-peer-review-history)). If published, this will include your full peer review and any attached files.

If you choose "no", your identity will remain anonymous but your review may still be made public.

**Do you want your identity to be public for this peer review?** For information about this choice, including consent withdrawal, please see our [Privacy Policy](https://www.plos.org/privacy-policy).

Reviewer \#1: No

\[NOTE: If reviewer comments were submitted as an attachment file, they will be attached to this email and accessible via the submission site. Please log into your account, locate the manuscript record, and check for the action link \"View Attachments\". If this link does not appear, there are no attachment files to be viewed.\]

While revising your submission, please upload your figure files to the Preflight Analysis and Conversion Engine (PACE) digital diagnostic tool, <https://pacev2.apexcovantage.com/>. PACE helps ensure that figures meet PLOS requirements. To use PACE, you must first register as a user. Registration is free. Then, login and navigate to the UPLOAD tab, where you will find detailed instructions on how to use the tool. If you encounter any issues or have any questions when using PACE, please email us at <figures@plos.org>. Please note that Supporting Information files do not need this step.
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Author response to Decision Letter 1

25 Sep 2019

Reviewer \#1: The authors have addressed all my earlier comments. I have only one minor comment. The authors argue that the 62.5 % reinforcement rate \"\... was used \... because lower reinforcement rates create more uncertainty and lead to slower extinction \[31,32\], thus allowing more room for potential DCS augmentation effects.\" . As DCS is not believed to facilitate extinction learning, but rather to enhance extinction consolidation, I am not sure whether the second part of their argumentation is valid.

Response: We changed the sentence

"This reinforcement rate was used to replicate procedures from the previously validated paradigm used for this study \[21,22\], because lower reinforcement rates create more uncertainty and lead to slower extinction \[31,32\], thus allowing more room for potential DCS augmentation effects."

To the following:

This reinforcement rate was used to replicate procedures from the previously validated paradigm used for this study \[21,22\], and to prevent the rapid extinction seen in protocols with 100% reinforcement \[27,31\].
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Dear Dr. Hofmann,

We are pleased to inform you that your manuscript has been judged scientifically suitable for publication and will be formally accepted for publication once it complies with all outstanding technical requirements.

Within one week, you will receive an e-mail containing information on the amendments required prior to publication. When all required modifications have been addressed, you will receive a formal acceptance letter and your manuscript will proceed to our production department and be scheduled for publication.

Shortly after the formal acceptance letter is sent, an invoice for payment will follow. To ensure an efficient production and billing process, please log into Editorial Manager at <https://www.editorialmanager.com/pone/>, click the \"Update My Information\" link at the top of the page, and update your user information. If you have any billing related questions, please contact our Author Billing department directly at <authorbilling@plos.org>.

If your institution or institutions have a press office, please notify them about your upcoming paper to enable them to help maximize its impact. If they will be preparing press materials for this manuscript, you must inform our press team as soon as possible and no later than 48 hours after receiving the formal acceptance. Your manuscript will remain under strict press embargo until 2 pm Eastern Time on the date of publication. For more information, please contact <onepress@plos.org>.

With kind regards,

Judith Homberg

Academic Editor

PLOS ONE
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Dear Dr. Hofmann:

I am pleased to inform you that your manuscript has been deemed suitable for publication in PLOS ONE. Congratulations! Your manuscript is now with our production department.

If your institution or institutions have a press office, please notify them about your upcoming paper at this point, to enable them to help maximize its impact. If they will be preparing press materials for this manuscript, please inform our press team within the next 48 hours. Your manuscript will remain under strict press embargo until 2 pm Eastern Time on the date of publication. For more information please contact <onepress@plos.org>.

For any other questions or concerns, please email <plosone@plos.org>.

Thank you for submitting your work to PLOS ONE.
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